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I met Junichi Umeda in 1984. As two young people, we told each other about our 
various dreams. One of those dreams was this 100 plate mosaic exhibition.
I think that it is very fitting that his magnum opus is being displayed here in 
Hiroshima, a year from the 70th anniversary of the dropping of the atomic bomb, 
and on the site of the former Bank of Japan, which itself was hit by the explosion.
Art has the great power to speak to people’s hearts.
I hope that his vision and the overwhelming feeling of presence in his works give 
their viewers a new opportunity to reflect on peace.
He has a lot of fans here in Hiroshima, where he holds exhibitions every year.
The members of the Centipede Club, those who give their support at exhibitions, 
and those who understand his vision and provide support in other ways have been 
a tremendous help to these endeavors.
In running my gallery, my goal has always been to provide a bridge between 
artists and their supporters.
I truly hope that I have been able to help, even in some small way.
The dream continues on from here. Please follow along with us.

It’s already been 30 years. I still had so much to learn about everything back then. 
I assembled a group of 100 people, the Centipede Club, with the goal of creating an 
unusual work ‒ a large plate exhibit with a message. I am fond of the saying “Even in 
death, centipedes do not fall down.”
I am thankful from the bottom of my heart to those who have steadfastly supported 
me. Close to half of my supporters are at Gallery Tamura here in Hiroshima, I almost 
feel like I was raised here. 
I’m very happy to be presenting this work at a place that is unforgettable for the 
people of Hiroshima, the former Hiroshima branch of the Bank of Japan, a building 
that was hit by the bomb.
I believe that even in some small way, I can help make a wish for peace through this work.
After presenting this exhibit in Okinawa, and now in Hiroshima, I am next going to 
take it out into the world.
I am humbled by this opportunity to bring my art to life.
I give my condolences for the devastating rain damage of the past month.
I have faith in the ability of the people of Hiroshima to overcome any tragedy.
I hope this exhibit brings comfort to the spirits of this city, both present and past.

A message from Munetad Tamura, Gallery Tamura


